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Part I Listening Comprehension (35 marks)
Section A (15 marks)

1—5 ACCBD 6—10 CBDBD

Section B (10 marks)

11—15 BDBCD

Section C (10 marks)

16. The police force. / He is from the police force.
17. Theft (prevention).

18. To make their valuables forever marked.

19. Lock the door and window(s) securely.

20. Let others know and collect advice.

Part II Vocabulary & Grammar (15 marks)

21—25 BABCA 26—30 CACAD 31—35 BADCB

Part III Cloze (10 marks)

Section A (5 marks)

36. at the edge of 37. along with  38. ground 39. eventually 40. weak
Section B (5 marks)

41. wisdom 42.to 43. improvement 44. technician 45. inconvenience



Part IV Reading Comprehension (30 marks)

Section A (10 marks)

46—50 DACEG

Section B (10 marks)

51. They are the biggest—spending and most demanding generation of consumers the world has ever seen.

52. While their parents’ generation knew many store owners personally, Generation Y are more likely to buy
from huge multinational companies.

53. Because of their spending power and attitude toward shopping.

54. They see Gen Y consumers as the hardest group to sell products to.

55. They can use technology to personalize their products and services.

Section C (10 marks)

56. plants and crops 57. local dishes 58. diet and shopping

59. processed foods 60. increasing population

Part V Translation (20 marks)

Section A (10 marks)

61. FELT 12 4FAT, “—a7 — B R INIgER L Z B, S5 E PR R E 24 7 ERBEE, 3 A A
AFIX I AEAR BTN R o BORBZ 1 [ 5B AR SR IS XU 5 Aot R 80% -5 v A ob
RRFMERCLMA L. 202543 H, 844 152 4 EZM 32 4~ EFRALUNAKITEIL, i HH
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Section B (10 marks)

62. Someone once said, “Clothes have the psychological power to elevate our sense of self.” But likewise they
have the power to weaken it. This is because clothes can either express our identity or contradict it. If
they express it, they make us feel good. If they contradict it, they make us feel uncomfortable. Each of us
has an image of our true self at heart. When people look at me, I can see myself reflected in my
surroundings. Surface and substance will match. This is the aim of aesthetic meaning: capture and convey

identity, and turn our ineffable sense of self into something tangible and authentic.



Part VI Error Correction (10 marks)

Chuck Wall teaches management and human relations at Bakersfield College.

He walked into class one day and told his students that his homework was 63. their
to perform one act of randomly kindness. His students did not understand the 64. random
assignment, but the professor would /\ answer their questions. He encouraged 65. not

his students to figure it out for themselves.

One week later, the students entered the classroom excited to share their

stories. One student told of distribution blankets to the homeless, another 66. distributing
reported on help a dog to find its owner, and another student had contacted 67. helping
a long losing friend. Students were energized by the homework assignment 68. lost

and wanted other people to be kind too. With the support of local businesses, the

students made stickers to put to cars that challenged people to do something 69. on
kind for others. They sold the stickers and decide to donate the money to a 70. decided
center for the blind—not surprising as Professor Wall is blind.

Since then, similar kindness campaign have been started in schools around 71. _ campaigns
the world. Students learn to considerabeut_other people and think about how 72. abeut

small actions can make the world a better place.

Part VII Writing (30 marks)
Section A (10 marks)

73. Omitted.

Section B (20 marks)

74. Omitted.
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2026 National English Competition
for College Students

(Type C — Preliminary)
Wy 33 & I 3C

Part I Listening Comprehension (35 marks)

Section A (15 marks)

In this section, you will hear two conversations. Each conversation will be read only once. At the end of each

conversation, there will be a one—minute pause.

Listen to each conversation. Then read the four choices marked A, B, C and D, and decide which is the best

answer according to what you hear. Then mark the corresponding letter on the answer sheet with a single line

through the cenire.

Conversation One (5 marks)
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: Another delay! It’s always the same. If you get to the airport on time, the plane’s always late.

: It’s only thirty minutes, Nancy. Let’s get a coffee while we’re waiting.

¢ Yeah, OK. What a pain, though!

: Don’t get stressed about it. If we didn’t have planes, it would take a lot longer to get to Cape Town.
: If we didn’t have all these problems, I wouldn’t be so fed up.

: I should be fed up, not you. 'm only on this trip because Miranda’s got the flu. Remember?

: Yeah, I know. You're helping her, Mauro.

: So, is something wrong today? You look a bit down. Is it the job? If there’s anything wrong, I'll try and fix

it for you.

: No, no, it’s not the job. I love it. We get to travel all around the world. We get to stay in expensive hotels.

We get to meet famous people ... Yeah. I'm happy.

: But .7

: But I heard from an old friend this week, Vanessa. We went to the international school together in

London.

: And?
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: Well, she has just finished drama school and now she’s working as an actor! She’s travelling all over

America doing Shakespeare.

: That's great news. Good for her.
: But it’s got me thinking, you see. I always wanted to be an actor when I was a kid, that was my dream.
: We all have dreams. I wanted to be the youngest president of the USA!

: But you’re not American, you're Canadian.

I don’t worry about things like that.

: No. Anyway, now I'm thinking I made the wrong decision. Maybe I should be doing something else.

Conversation Two (10 marks)

=

: Now, tell us about your volunteering. You were a teacher?

¢ That’s right. 'm a teacher here in the UK, and I was just doing the same job in another country. My

classes were twelve years and younger.

: What were the schools like?

: I was in a rural area and there werent a lot of resources. I took a lot of books with me as a present to give

to the school. Er ... It was a challenge as a teacher because 1 had to do things very differently, but you get

used to that.

: Do you have any funny stories to tell us?

¢ Yes. One morning, | saw this strange object in the waste paper basket. I was about to pick it up when 1

saw it was a snake.

: Was it dangerous?

: Maybe. There are a dozen deadly snakes in Botswana. Anyway, all the children ran out of the room and

eventually it was removed by the father of one of the children.

: Incredible. Was there anything you found difficult when you were there?

: The heat. I lived in a simple house with no air conditioning, and sometimes no water. Some days it was

incredibly hot. The record when I was there was 40 degrees centigrade.

: Wow. And now you present talks on volunteering in Africa?

¢ Yes. It’s very important to raise awareness of what is happening in Africa and what people need there. |

also do a lot of fundraising. We ask people to sponsor a particular child in a school, for example, to pay

for equipment and things like that.

: How would you advise other people to work as volunteers in a place like Botswana?

: I would say that it’s a great experience. One thing I would say is that it is a very different culture from the
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UK and you need to be prepared for that. Many people object to things like piercings, for example. But if
you do plenty of research before you go, you won’t have any problems. And most of all, if you do volunteer
to do something like this, you’ll find that it’s a very, very rewarding experience.

Sounds great! Thank you, James.

Section B (10 marks)

In this section, you will hear five short news items. Each item will be read only once. Afier each item, there

will be a fifteen—second pause. During the pause, read the question and the four choices marked A, B, C

and D, and decide which is the best answer. Then mark the corresponding letter on the answer sheet with a

single line through the centre.

11.

12.

13.

14.

Researchers recently reported new evidence from a study of a medical device placed inside the body, a
spine—stimulating implant. Three people with a muscle—destroying disease got a little stronger after using
the implant. They were able to stand and walk more easily because of electrical stimulation to their spinal
cord. Marco Capogrosso is an assistant professor at the University of Pittsburgh, or Pitt, who led the
research. “These people were definitely not expecting an improvement,” he said. “They were getting
better and better.”

Scientists say the threat of a large space rock striking the Earth in 2032 has increased. Recent
calculations suggest there is a small chance — perhaps around 1 to 3 percent — the space rock 2024 YR4
will hit the Earth in 2032. This also means there is around a 97 to 99 percent chance it will safely pass
our planet in that year. The odds of a strike will likely continue to go up and down as the asteroid’s path
around the sun is better understood. And scientists say there is a good chance the risk will drop to zero.
The World Health Organization (WHO) has launched a new service, or platform, to provide free cancer
medicines to thousands of children in less wealthy nations. The WHO defines these as low— and middle—
income countries. The first medicines were to be provided to Mongolia and Uzbekistan. The next
shipments would go to Ecuador, Jordan, Nepal and Zambia, as part of the project’s testing, or pilot period,
the WHO said. The drug treatments are expected to reach around 5,000 children with cancer this year
across at least 30 hospitals in the six countries.

Name, image, and likeness deals have enabled student—athletes to make money while going to college in
the United States. But outside of some big—name athletes, many say that a degree remains the biggest,

most important prize for going to school. For years, college athletes could only receive free education and



living costs while competing for school teams. But that changed in 2021 when the U.S. Supreme Court
ruled that athletes could earn money by selling their name, image and likeness. Well-known athletes like
Jayden Daniels, now with the Washington Commanders, and Caitlin Clark, who currently plays for the
Indiana Fever, made large amounts of money while in college.

15. A new museum of laughter in Croatia is offering to help people deal with the negativity of modern life.
Visitors to the HaHaHouse in the Croatian capital Zagreb walk into a little cloud of white smoke when
they step inside. Its purpose is to blow away their worries before they climb into a “giant washing
machine”. Then they move down a twisting slide into a space filled with little white balls where their trip
to a happier place starts. Forty—three—year—old Andrea Golubic is the museum’s creator. Golubic said she

got the idea during the COVID-19 pandemic.

Section C (10 marks)
In this section, you will hear one monologue. The monologue will be read twice. Afier listening, answer the

questions using no more than six words. Write the answers on the answer sheet.

M: Good morning, ladies and gentlemen, and thank you for allowing me to come here to talk to you. It really
is a great idea for someone from the police force to come and talk to you, as it may save your time, money
and also it may help to protect you. I hope you don’t mind when I point out some ideas that really are just
common sense but it is often forgetting these common sense things that can lead to problems.

First of all, the thing that students are most likely to suffer from is theft. You hear a lot of terrible
stories about muggings, rape and fraud but these are not really that widespread and we’ll talk about some
of those things later. Thieves know very well that student lodgings are a good place to find electronic
goods, wallets and bags and the like with little or no protection. So, make sure that your room, house or
flat is securely locked each time you go out. Don’t leave valuables in the open where they can be spotted
from the window. See if you can get an extra lock on your window too. If possible, when you’re out, try
and leave your valuable things in a cupboard which has an extra lock on it. So much for theft prevention.
If you do get burgled, though, there are ways to protect yourself here too. Try and get household
insurance. Make a valuables list of all the items that you own, including things like keys and bank cards,
estimate their value and take the list to any reputable insurance broker and get a quote for household
insurance. This is not very expensive and it will give you peace of mind. Another thing you can do is to
get an ultra violet pen and write your name and address on all your valuables. This will not be able to be

seen in normal light so your goods won’t look any different, but your goods will be forever marked as your

property.



Now, more seriously, we must look at your personal safety. This especially applies to women. Men of
course are usually better able to protect themselves and are under less risk in any case. First, let’s look at
where you live. Again wherever you live you should make sure that your door is locked securely, even
when you are at home and even if you are not alone, as people can leave your house without your
knowing. So, in a dorm room, lock that door at all times especially at night. If you are in a rented
apartment keep the front door locked at all times, and your own bedroom as well. If your bedroom has no
lock, then get one put in. Get your landlord to do it — they usually will. It’s a small price to pay for safety.
Look at the windows in your house. Again, especially the ones in your bedroom. Make sure the window
fastens securely and try to get an extra lock fitted. Keep curtains closed at night and also during the day
if you don’t mind, so that people can’t see in. Get a chain fitted to your front door too and always have the
chain on when you’re at home. If you see someone often hanging around near your home, then let someone
in your dorm know, or call the welfare office in the union for advice. They will never ignore your worries

but will take everything seriously.

This is the end of the listening part. Please transfer your answers to the answer sheet.



